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SUBJECT: ARAB BOYCOTT UPDATE 

REF: OTTAWA 1424 

1 . DURING MEETINGS OF CANADA/ISRAEL COMMITTEE IN OTTAWA 
ON APRIL 27-28, 1977, INDUSTRY, TRADE AND COMMERCE 
MINISTER JEAN CHRETIEN AND SECRETARY OF STATE JOHN 
ROBERTS REITERATED CANADA S OPPOSITION TO ARAB BOYCOTT, 
BUT INDICATED NO LEGISLATION CONCERNING BOYCOTT IS 
CURRENTLY PLANNED. 

2. Y. ST. HILAIRE, COMMERCIAL POLICY DIVISION, EXTAFF, 

ALSO CONFIRMED THAT GOC STILL NOT PLANNING ANY 
LEGISLATION, BUT THAT INTERDEPARTMENTAL STUDY GROUP, 
REFTEL, HAD SENT CABLE TO CANADIAN MISSIONS ABROAD 
CONCERNING EFFECTS OF BOYCOTT AND WILL BE ANALYZING 
REPLIES BEFORE REACHING CONCLUSIONS OR MAKING ANY 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO CABINET. 

3. COPIES OF CHRETIEN'S SPEECH AND PRESS ITEMS ABOUT HIS 
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AND MR. ROBERT'S COMMENTS BEING FORWARDED BY AIRGRAM. 
ENDERS 
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